
NITSL NOW 
Informing members about NITSL news & activities 

Hello, NITSL Community!  

The 2023 conference is right around the corner! NITSL is something I always look 
forward to. This organization was pivotal to me when I joined IT as an SQA adminis-
trator. Now, many years and many jobs later, I still find it to be one of the most bene-
ficial. This year is no different, and there’s plenty of reason to attend if you’ve not yet 
registered! Just check out these agenda highlights: 

We’ll be welcoming back the “call for papers” presentations, which are a great oppor-
tunity to learn directly from utilities about what they’re doing and how they’re doing it! NITSL has also invited 
professional development speaker, Chris Cornelison, who will lead a session on culture. Chris is a graduate of 
the University of Mississippi School of Pharmacy and owns several companies, including Solutions Rx which 
he built from the ground up. He’s received several awards and recognition and has a fantastic record of creat-
ing high-performing teams and positive cultures. He’s has an abundance of experience along with a high en-
ergy and engaging style, making audiences laugh and think! We will also have key notes from APS leadership, 
an SQA panel, updates from our Advisory members, and presentations from the standing committees! 

Networking opportunities with members and vendor partners are abundant! Standing Committee Working 
sessions offer connection with industry peers in similar areas of expertise, while Vendor Night is a chance to 
talk to NITSL’s vendor partners, visit their booths, and learn about their products and solutions! APS is also 
hosting an exciting event at the Musical Instrument Museum where you can stroll through thousands of in-
struments while enjoying food, drinks, and conversation with fellow NITSL attendees! 

And if all of the above doesn’t convince you that this will be a wonderful conference, the location isn’t half 
bad! Check out the full agenda here. We hope to see you in July!  

Chairman’s Update 

Welcome to the June 2023 Newsletter! 

Below you will find an update from NITSL Chair Amanda Engle, an update on the NITSL 2023 Conference, and a 
brief update from our Standing Committee Chairs.   

The conference is right around the corner.  A lot of planning and effort has gone into this to help make it a 
worth while conference as it has in the past so many times. 

If you aren’t already plugged into a Standing Committee, now is a good time to jump in and participate. 

July 10 - 13, 2023 

You can register through this link:  2023 - NITSL Conference 

https://web.cvent.com/event/ef9d139e-4c6a-4cf6-a43d-22c6e1a637c0/websitePage:95d277ae-9868-4373-9790-a617ff1be125
https://cvent.me/0VNVGB


2023 Conference Host 

Michelle Ferrara is vice president, chief information officer for Arizona Public Service (APS).  

Michelle is responsible for the company’s information technology (IT) infrastructure and applica-

tions including planning, architecture, development and operations, and for managing the tech-

nology strategy and the digital challenges faced by a major electric utility. 

John Hernandez is vice president of site services at Palo Verde Generating 
Station for Arizona Public Service Company (APS).  

Hernandez oversees Palo Verde supply chain, business operations, facilities, 
emergency services, administrative controls and support, nuclear strategy & 

policy, and works closely with the Palo Verde IT team.  

2023 Conference 

Michelle Ferrara 

John Hernandez 

Adam Heflin is executive vice president and chief nuclear officer (CNO) at Palo 

Verde Generating Station for Arizona Public Service Company (APS).  

Heflin is responsible for setting strategic direction and providing oversight and 

governance of all activities associated with the Palo Verde Generating Station, 

the nation’s largest power producer of carbon-free energy.  

Adam Heflin 

Through the Standing Committee updates you will find their highlights on some of the topics each group will be 

presenting on.  A full agenda can be found online—Conference Agenda 

Keynote Speakers: 

We have many great vendors that partner with us for the conference!  Our vendor sponsors include:  

 

 

 

 

f you have any questions about how you can be a sponsor, please reach out to Cathy Przyjemski 

 

INFRASHIELD NextAxiom Cyber Realm Solutions 

Trinoor OPSWAT Hitachi 

NuclearN OTEK Curtiss-Wright  

https://web.cvent.com/event/ef9d139e-4c6a-4cf6-a43d-22c6e1a637c0/websitePage:eca5b9f6-23a4-45f6-b431-413618061cc9
mailto:cathy.przyjemski@nitsl.org


Standing Committees 

   

We are excited about the topics we are presenting at the upcoming NITSL con-
ference.  We will be covering segmented network with a crash cart, emerging 

tech in nuclear, streamlining SQA documentation, and much more. 

We will also be starting to identify the focus areas for our standing committee  
going into the next year. 

Come join us during these presentations and discussions. 

Meeting Info: 

Monthly Meeting - 4th Thurs each month, (alternate Thurs for November & December) - 4pm EST  

Call in: 470-705-0860 and use conference ID:  682 395 1# 

Teams Meeting Link   

Infrastructure & Applications 

Josh Patrick Thomas Brooks 

Below you will find an update from our Chair/Co-Chairs.  If you would like to participate in the discussions the 

group is having, please join a meeting and/or reach out to the Chair or Co-Chair  

(click their names to send an email) 

It has been a great year as the Chair of NITSL Digital Controls subcommittee.  I 
look forward to seeing people in person the week of July 10th. 

As for what to expect from the Digital Controls track at the conference; we 
have a a great lineup which includes presentations from INL about Digital 

Infrastructure with an emphasis on Cyber Security compliances and exemp-
tion, a discussions with EPRI on the Digital Systems Engineering 

Group and Digital Transformation, presentation/discussion on im-
proving the digital system upgrade process - just to name a few. 

A final note on preparing for the conference, We are in need of a pair of Individuals to lead Digital controls subcom-
mittee next year. It has been an eye opening experience for me this year, on the care and attentiveness needed to be 
the Chair of the Digital Controls subcommittee, and it has been great in terms of my personal development. I appreci-

ate the help that I have been given by so many in the subcommittee as I plan to be for the next Chair. 

So to the reader of these words, Do you know someone in your group or company that needs some industry interac-
tion for a promotion, professional development, or to change things up in their daily routine? I can not express how 
well this would assist in reaching those goals that they have yet to realize. It has its challenges but getting through 

them has been worth the effort this year and I assure you it will be of benefit to them as well.  

Again I hope to see you all in July, and It has been a pleasure this year working with you in this role.  

Meeting Info: 

Monthly Meeting – 3rd Tuesday of each month - 3:30pm EST 

Call in: 704-659-4701 Conference ID: 316-394-272 

Teams Meeting Link  

Digital Controls 

Mark Whitman Johnny Lindeman 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YmRlZDBmZjYtNDE1YS00NWI3LWI5ZGUtN2EwZDBlZDAzNjYz%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522c0a02e2d-1186-
mailto:JBPATRIC@SOUTHERNCO.COM?subject=NITSL
mailto:TFBROOKS@SOUTHERNCO.COM?subject=NITSL
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTRjNGFmNWItZjkwZi00OGI5LWI0YTctNDhlOGQ3YThhM2Y4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%222ede383a-7e1f-4357-a846-85886b2c0c4d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c184cea-e39e-4578-9c45-52e0adad914a%22%7d
mailto:Mark.Whitman@duke-energy.com?subject=NITSL
mailto:JLindeman@ameren.com?subject=NITSL


As SQA Chair & Co-Chair, we are very excited to see everyone’s faces 
next month in Arizona! 

With having a general session slot, SQA 101 and some collaboration 
committee presentations, we hope to bring SQA back into the spot-

light of just how important SQA is in our industry. 

We are here to answer all your questions, concerns and any sugges-
tions throughout the entire conference, as well as virtually if you 

cannot attend! 

Meeting Info: 

Monthly Meeting – 1st Wednesday of every  month from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM MST (AZ time)  

Call in: 1-443-833-0044 Participant ID: 696232272 

Teams Meeting Link  

Software Quality Assurance 

Michelle Vera Lacey Mowery 

 

The Cyber Security Standing Committee is preparing for the  

NITSL Conference July 10-13.  

This year, the Cyber Security presentations will include technical discus-
sions on Kiosks and Small form Factor Diodes, as well as updates on the 
four Standing Committee initiatives: Vulnerability Management, Cyber 
Security Specialized Training, Effectiveness Reviews, and Effective Sys-

tem Hardening.  

Cyber continues to have high industry engagement, good attend-
ance and great discussion on varying Cyber Security Programmatic or Technical strategies. We have conducted more 
than 5 focused technical calls as well as sent more than 11 surveys to the industry to collect and share information.  

We would like to see more people engaged in the Cyber Standing Committee, so if you are currently working at a utili-
ty within the NITSL organization, feel free to request to join. The teams are eager to present the results of their initia-

tives in Scottsdale, hope to see you there! 

Meeting Info: 

We meet bi-weekly on Tuesdays at 11amEST. 

Call in: 1-470-705-0860 Conference ID: 540838509  

Teams Meeting 

Cyber Security 

Michael Dack Kurt Hofmann 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_M2I1YTNiYWItYzYzOS00OWNkLWFlNGYtYTFmNmVlZTI2Zjk1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d8fb9c07-c19e-4e8c-a1cb-717cd3cf8ffe%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228ee3900a-9f29-458f-85c4-c2387bf86458%22%7d
mailto:MICHELLE.VERA@constellation.com?subject=NITSL
mailto:Lacey.Mowery@aps.com?subject=NITSL
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTI5Mjc1M2QtZjZlNS00NGRmLWE3MTItYjIyYTJmMzQ1MjJh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22600d01fc-055f-49c6-868f-3ecfcc791773%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220be775ea-ff03-4939-8beb-7279208862d1%22%7d
mailto:Michael.Dack@constellation.com?subject=NITSL
mailto:Kurt.Hofmann@luminant.com?subject=NITSL


The NITSL Newsletter goal is to keep members involved and informed.   

Feel free to provide feedback or comments at any time! 

For continuous information, connect with NITSL on LinkedIn ! 

  

EPRI has these training opportunities that folks may be interested in:  

• July 25-26, Digital Systems Requirements Engineering for Practitioners, Dis-
tance Learning 

• Aug 8-9, EPRI Cyber Security Procurement Methodology, Revision 2, Distance Learning 

• Oct 9-12, EPRI Technical Assessment Methodology (TAM), Revision 1, Distance Learning 

For information on any of the courses or to register, please send an email to epriu@epri.com identifying the course(s) you 
are interested in. 

 The EPRI Nuclear I&C Program is starting a new committee called the Nuclear Information Technology 
Users Group. The purpose of this group is to be a forum that facilitate collaboration regarding nuclear IT issues 
facing the nuclear industry and to conduct technology transfer of EPRI’s research and development products. 
Topics include SQA, networks including wireless, and the use of EPRI software tools. If you would like to know 
more about the users group or if you want to be involved, please reach out to  

Paul Martyak at pmartyak@epri.com. 

INPO has developed Station Viewer, an interactive dashboard that collates several 
important data elements to provide an easy-to-see snapshot of key station perfor-
mance indicators. Based on a series of successful pilots, INPO plans has released Sta-
tion Viewer in the first two weeks of June for all our U.S. industry members. 

Although previously it has been an internally used INPO tool, late last year, a project 
team began working to make Station Viewer available externally to our industry 
members. Now, designated site and corporate leaders will be provided access to Sta-
tion Viewer via the INPO Member Website, based on an allocation of licenses for 
each station and corporation. 

INPO launched the beta version of Station Viewer with Wolf Creek and Xcel Energy in late April and began 
piloting in May with DTE’s Fermi, and the stations belonging to NextEra, Constellation Energy, and Duke En-
ergy.  

“We had originally planned to roll out Station Viewer by the 
end of June, but the team is pleased to announce that Sta-
tion Viewer will be ready for full use by our U.S. industry 
members a few weeks early,” said Angie Hensley, manager 
of INPO Special Projects. 

“One key benefit of Station Viewer is that it will improve 
collaboration between INPO and the industry. By more 
quickly recognizing declines, we can work together to close 
gaps,” said Donna Jacobs, INPO Vice President of Data & 
Analytics. 

Contact Angie Hensley at 770-644-8855 for more information. 

INPO Update 

EPRI Update 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4722217/
mailto:pmartyak@epri.com
mailto:Hensley,%20Angie%20(INPO)%20%3cHensleyA@INPO.org%3e

